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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 29-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Spurr et al. 
(6,106,166). 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. Based upon 
the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome either by a shov/ing under 37 
CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the 
inventor of this application and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an appropriate 
showing imder 37 CFR 1.131. 

Regarding claim 29: Spurr et al. disclose an apparatus (Fig. 6, photoprocessing apparatus 10) 
for utilizing sheet media; and a radio-frequency identification transceiver associated with the 
apparatus for communicating with a transponder (Fig. 6, transponder 54) associated with sheet 
media utilized by the apparatus (abstract, In. 10-18), the transponder including a digital memory 
which stores digital data representing one or more or the foUov^ng: media type information, 
media sheet count information, media performance information, media sensitometric 
information, messages for customers, sales or service personnel, upgrade software for the 
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apparatus, software parameters for the apparatus, packaging recycle data, apparatus performance 
optimization information, or machine error information (transponder includes read/write memory 
which stores media type, (col. 11, In. 10-19) (col. 12, In. 30-64)). 

Regarding claim 30; Spun* et al. disclose an apparatus (Fig. 6, photoprocessing apparatus 10) 
for utilizing sheet media; and a radio-frequency identification transceiver associated with the 
apparatus for communicating with a transponder (Fig. 6, transponder 54) associated with sheet 
media utilized by the apparatus (abstract. In. 10-18), the transponder including a digital memory 
which stores digital data representing one or more or the following: messages for customers, 
sales or service personnel, upgrade software for the apparatus, software parameters for the 
apparatus, packaging recycle data, apparatus performance optimization information, or machine 
error information (col. 12, In. 30-64) (col. 13, In. 25 through col. 14, In. 35). 
Regarding claim 31; Spurr et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 30. Spurr et al. fixrther 
disclose wherein the digital memory is a read-only or a read/write memory (abstract. In. 7-10) 
(col. 10, In. 63-67) (col. 12, In. 22-35). 

Regarding claim 32; Spurr et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 30. Spurr et al. further 
disclose wherein sheet media is contained in packaging and wherein the transponder is 
associated with the packaging (col. 2, In. 37-46) (col. 12, In. 22-64). 
Regarding claim 33; Spurr et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 30. Spurr et al. further 
disclose wherein the apparatus is a printer for printing images on sheet media (col. 2, In. 37-46) 
(col. 12, In. 22-64). 

Regarding claim 34; Spurr et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 30. Spurr et al. further 
disclose wherein sheet media is contained in packaging and the transponder (Fig. 6, transponder 
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54) is associated with the packaging (col. 2, In. 37-46) (col. 12, In. 22-64), and wherein the 
apparatus (Fig, 6, photoprocessing apparatus 10) includes a base for receiving sheet media 
contained in packaging, and wherein the transceiver (Fig. 6, transceiver 50) is located relative to 
the base such that when packaging containing the sheet media is received by the base, the 
transponder (Fig. 6, transponder 54) associated with the packaging is in proximity to the 
transceiver (Fig, 6, transceiver 50) (Fig. 6 and col. 8, In. 32-40). 
Regarding claim 35; Spurr et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 30. Spurr et al. further 
disclose wherein sheet media is contained in packaging and wherein the transponder (Fig. 6, 
transponder 54) is associated with the packaging (col. 2, In. 37-46) (col. 12, In. 22-64), and the 
packaging includes a resealable, removable cartridge containing sheet media, and wherein the 
apparatus includes a mechanism for opening and resealing the cartridge, so that the cartridge can 
be removed and replaced in the apparatus when less than all of the sheet media are removed from 
the cartridge (col. 7, In. 33-66 and col. 8, In. 51-60). 

Regarding claim 36: Spurr et al. disclose a printer apparatus (Fig. 6, photoprocessing apparatus 
10) for printing images on sheet media; and a radio-frequency identification transceiver 
associated with the printer apparatus for communicating with a transponder (Fig. 6, transponder 
54) associated with sheet media utilized by the printer apparatus (abstract. In. 10-18), wherein 
the transponder includes a memory which stores digital data representing one or more of the 
following: messages for customers, sales or service personnel, upgrade software for the printer 
apparatus, software parameters for the printer apparatus, packaging recycle data, apparatus 
performance optimization information, or machine error information (transponder stored a 
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unique transponder ID, col 10, In. 63-67) (transponder stores packaging manufacturing history, 
col. 12, In. 40-64). 

Regarding claim 37: Spurr et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 36. Arguments analogous to 
those stated in the rejection of claim 31 are applicable. 

Regarding claim 38; Spurr et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 36. Spurr et al. further 
disclose wherein the printer apparatus prints images on sheet media contained in packaging and 
wherein the transponder is associated with the packaging (col. 2, In, 37-46 and col. 12, hi. 22- 
64). 

Regarding claim 39; Spurr et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 38. Arguments analogous to 
those stated in the rejection of claim 34 are applicable. 

Regarding claim 40; Spurr et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 38. Arguments analogous to 
those stated in the rejection of claim 35 are applicable. 

Regarding claim 41; Spurr et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 36. Spurr et al. further 
disclose wherein the transponder (Fig. 6, transponder 54) stores relevant digital data that is 
communicable to the transceiver (Fig. 6, transceiver 50) and some of which can be used to 
control the sheet media printing process of the printer apparatus (col. 10, In. 63 through col. 1 1, 
In. 19). 

Regarding claim 42; Spurr et al. disclose a printer apparatus (Fig. 6, photoprocessing apparatus 
10) for printing images on sheet media, the printer apparatus having a source of digital images 
(col. 8, In. 3-20), a supply for receiving printable sheet media (col. 7, In. 36-49), and an image 
printer for printing a representation of a digital image from the source on a printable sheet media 
from the supply (col. 7, In. 31-49); and a radio-frequency identification transceiver (Fig. 6, 
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transceiver 50) associated with the printer apparatus (Fig. 6, photoprocessing apparatus 10) for 
communicating with a transponder (Fig. 6, transponder 54) associated with the printable sheet 
media placed in the supply (col. 10, In. 53-67), wherein the transponder (Fig. 6, transponder 54) 
includes a digital memory which stores digital data representing one or more of the following: 
messages from customers, sales or service personnel, upgrade software for the printer apparatus, 
software parameters for the printing apparatus, packaging recycle data, apparatus performance 
optimization information, or machine error information (transponder includes read/write memory 
which stores media type, (col. 1 1, In. 10-19) (col. 12, In. 30-64)). 

Regarding claim 43; Spurr et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 42. Argvmients analogous to 
those stated in the rejections of claims 31 and 37 are applicable. 

Regarding claim 44; Spurr et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 42. Arguments analogous to 
those stated in the rejection of claim 38 are applicable. 

Regarding claim 45; Spurr et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 44. Arguments analogous to 
those stated in the rejection of claim 39 are applicable. 

Regarding claim 46: Spurr et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 44. Arguments analogous to 
those stated in the rejection of claim 40 are applicable. 

Regarding claim 47: Spurr et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 42. Arguments analogous to 
those stated in the rejection of claim 41 are applicable. 

Regarding claim 48; Spurr et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 42. Spurr et al. further 
disclose wherein the sheet media is heat processible photosensitive media and wherein the 
printer apparatus includes a processor for heat processing the media (which reads on using 
chemical bats) (col. 7, In. 31-49). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charlotte M. Baker whose telephone nxmiber is 571-272-7459. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A. Williams can be reached on 571-272-7471. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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